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Amatenr Performances. 


> --- 

LiterARy INSTITUTE, ARGYLe-SQUARE, KINo’s 
Crossx—The 9th reading of the above, held at 
the schoolroom of the Church, was. given’ on 
Thursday the 5th, to a numerous and highly 
respectable audience. H. Finchley, Esq., esl: 
ded, and a capital programme was furnished by 
the enterprising committee of ~ the Institute, 
The evening commenced with the“ Battle 
March,” on the pianoforte, capitally performed 
hy Miss E. Ackroid; followed by a reading from 
Miss Edwards which went rather flat with th: 
audience, A song by a gentleman whose name 
did not transpire, when that favourite reider, 
Mr G. Hateh, gave-as. ‘+ The Actor. and --his 
Child,” which was very wel! received, Muss 
Harvey gave a reading entitled **The Mistaken 
Milliner,” but was not 'very happy therein. Mrs 
Newbery now favoured us with a stene from 
The School for Scandal, as well as a reading 
entitled ** [be Counsellor and the Farmer,” both 
of which were admirably given, and highly 
appreciated by the company. Mr Hatch fo!- 
lowed with “ Horatius,” given with great effect, 
and won an encore, when he gave-us a capital 
comic reading, “ Faithless Sally Brown,’ and 
concluded the evening’s performance with “ The 


has attained a degree of eminence..as a public 
reader, only equalled by other artistes of a first- 
class order, 


St. GeorGe’s Tueatre.—The Bohemians.— 
| One of those elegant assemblages that have won 
for the hall in Langham-place an, enviable 
1 otoriety, and have stamped the seal of respecta- 
bility on the amateur attempts on the stage, was 
coavened, despite the severity of the weather, on 
t e evening of the 11th, to witness the fashions 
able picce called Society, played by a new unpro— 
fessional company, who have arbitrarily assumed 
a title, which of right belongs solely to that errant 
.$ ibe who are supposed originally to have come 
om Exypt— be Gresifs. We noticed one or 
m mbers of the Erratics amongst the Bone- 
MlaNs, #0 that possibly the latter are simply a 





—» 


| Scratch company. 


Temptations of St. Antony.” This gentleman 
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Mr Seymour is a great favour- 
ite at all times, and bis young Chodd was 
sufficiently snobbish to find admirers. His 
worthy governor was done by Mr Annesley, who 
quite understood the consequential side of the 
parvénn’s characters. Stylus.was appropriately 
embodied by the manager, Mr Parson, but Mr 
Hamilton was insipid as Sidney. Ptarmigant, in 
the hands of Mr Harwood, was a pleasing 
assumption ; we were glad to see this amateur 
again, for he isinvariably conscientious. Maude 
was portrayed with delicacy by, Miss Ffrench (of 
the Gaiety Academy), and. Miss, Harvey was a 
suitable Lady Ptarmigant. The comedy, on the 
wholé, was fairly acted.—-Then came the extra- 
vaganz. of the Bride of Abydos, wretchedly dove 
has tothe sutus and’chorusee, &c. Were it not 
for the brightacting of Miss Bes-ie Walters and 
Miss Ffrénch, and the energetic attitude of the 
principa] performers, which included Mr ‘Parson, 
Mr Wentworth, aod others, who also figured in 
the comedy, the thoroughly amateurish aspect of 
the burlesque would bave been repellant. We 
are soidured, however, to inefficiency and pearility 
of every kind on the stage by would-be actors, 
that we have ceased to be surprised at anything 
they may think fit toexhibit ; the only thing on 
these occasions that astonishes us,—and th«t ia 
no small degree,—is the wonderful forbearance 
with which incompeteney of every description is 
met, and the singular want of discrimination ex- 
hibited by an apparently intelligent auditory, who 
app!aud almost anything, be 1t good or bad, pro- 
vided their risible faculties are momentarily 
aroused, ‘Tbe proceeds were for the Carrain 
Fund. 


-_—_— So 


The Theaters, Ke. 


—_—_—_ 

Doncaster THeatke Roxat.—This theatre is 
progressing in public favour, under the manage- 
ment of Captain Dinsey Roebuck. The com- 
pany is a very efficient one, and the pieces judi- 
ciously selected, ,The pantomime is a great 
bit, and all the parts well acted, as well as the 





scenery aud dresses being appropriate and good; 
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The Forty Thieves, which is tne ttle, wil 
have a long standing on the bills. We observe 
a young lady of the name of Miss Lilias 
Clarence bas been added to the company. She 
possesses considerable versatile talent, and is a 
great acauisition to the staff; her acting, sing- 
ing, and dancing, being of a very superior style 
of excellence to that which 1s to be found at a 
provincial theatre; and ber personal qualifica- 
tions being much in her favour, We shall not be 
surprised to bear of ber appearing on a London 
stage. 


RoyaLry.—On Wednesday night a new piece 
was produced, which proved to be quite success- 
ful, being well acted and efficiently put upon 
the stage, the title of which is Dora’s Service. 
The play pleased every one, and the loud calls 
for the author, whose name was not mentioned 
in the bills, seemed only a fitting tribute to one 
who bad fairly earned bis laurels. Perbaps the 
real merit of the comedy isits naturalness, All 
throughout it flows evenly and without a strain. 
There is no working up to climaxes, or leading 
up to jokes. Miss Hodson performed the part 
of Dora with ease. Miss Sanger showed some 
touches of artistic feeling as the governess, 
while Miss Fanny Leng acted the part of the 
good-natured servant-girl in a way that took the 
hearts of the audience. Mr Flockton was a 
a very good fortune-hunter, and Mr Bishop a 
fair representative of John; but the most 
amusing part was that of old Sir Guy Slocombe, 
whose babit of thinking aloud was admirably 
rendered by Mr A. Wood, 


Royat PotyrecuNic InxeritveTion.—This in- 
structive institution was crowded to excess on 


Saturday last. The celebrated Proger family have 


been re-engaged. and go through an entirely new 
programme of Bavarian and Tyrolese airs, intro- 
ducing two more in-truments, the Gingelirig and 
the Bells, upon which solos are played by 
Johanna. This clever and accomplished family 
deserve all the applause they obtain. ‘There is a 
large and attractive list of entertainments at 
present, time just being allowed to enable visitors 
to get from place to place, as will be seen by 
the following :—At 7, promenade, and exbib'tion 
of the Mysterious Hand by Mr J. L. King ; 7.15, 
The Funniest of Funny Folks, by Mr C. D. Davis 
(Premier Ventriloquist) ; 7.30, Mr J. Beaumont 
with bis wouderful slack-rope automaton, in the 
large theatre; 8, the Praeger family in the 
Central Hall; 8.45, Grecian Statuary in White 
Marble, inthe lirge theatre; and 9.15, Mr G. 
Grossmith, jun., with the fairy tale, The Yellow 
Dwarf. This last entertainment is an immense 
success, being vociferously spplauded at each 
representation. Otax. 


—__@—————— 


Miss Marie Wilton (Mrs Bancroft) presented 
Mr H. W. Montgomery and Mr Edward Hastings, 
each with bhaudsome siiver-mounted walking canes, 
with sui‘able inscriptions, on the occasion of repre- 
senting Mr Coghlan’s parte during the recent sudden 
and severe iilness of that gentleman. 

Mr J. 8. Clarke is playing to crowded 
houses in Pittsburvb, America. He will return to 
England early in March. 





A STAGK QUARREL. 


A QUARREL took place at the Globe theatre, 
with the manageress and a Miss Agnes Varcoe, 
who summoned Miss Elizabeth Alleyne, the 
manageress of the Globe Theatre, before the 
magistrate at Bow-street, to answer for an 
assault, 

Miss Vareoe deposes that Miss Alleyne 
used to ber some very bad words—indicated by 
dashes—in bidding her go on the stage when it 
w.s her dutytodoso, Another witness deposes 
thas Miss Varene either said, ‘I will not,” or 
words to that effect, and turned the other way, 
Thereupon Miss Varcoe alleges Miss Alleyne 
said to her, Go, you beast,” and then “ struck 
ber with her fist on ber shoulder several times,” 
and subsequently “dug her nails into her 
shoulder.” That the nail-digging was not very 
deep appeared probable on further enquiry, 
albeit, Miss Varcoe took ber injured person to 
be observed by all the green-room, and in par- 
ticolar toa certain unsympathetic Miss Coombes 
who deposed * She asked me if I saw any marks 
on her shoulder, which I did not,” a circum. 
stance the less surprising as she soon added, * [ 
did not look to see if there were any marks.” 
Neither were the blows altogether of a deadly 
sort, as Miss Varcoe avowed *“* [I was not much 
hurt.” Nevertheless, ber feelings were deeply 
wounded by the words alleged to have been used 
by Miss Alleyne, if her neck were not exten- 
sively torn by that lady’s nails; and though 
the manageress offered a compensation of £5 
the complainant replied that ** She did not want 
mouey, She would have revenge!” To obtain 
this tragic satisfaction she summoned not only 
Miss Alleyne to Bow-street, but a whole corps 
of other theatrical personages, inciuding a Miss 
Matilda Kaight, of whom we read, that * Miss 
Knight was called, and fainted directly she 
reached the witness-box,” whereupon Miss 
Varcoe “ stepped forward and said, * I was told 
thatif T brought Miss Koight into court she 
would faint;’” and so the case went on till Me 
Vaughan, being apparently indisposed, summa. 
tily ended ‘* the tale of little meaning, though 
the words were strong,” by observing * that 
excuse might be made forthedefendant as greatly 
excited about the succexs of ber piece, but yet 
that the assault wasestablished.” He then fiaed 
Miss Alleyne £2 and 8, costa, 


——_.—————— 


PENNY READINGS AND THEIR 
SUPPORTERS, 

ALTHOUGH never averse from encouraging 
rising talent we yet reluctantly feel bound to enter 
a gentle protest ayainst these wide-spread enter- 
tainments. With a sigh—yes, emphatically, with 
a sigh—we record our conviction that these so- 
called Penny Readings, in rea'ity an o/l« prodrida 
made up of extracts from novels of poets (pourly 
delivered), weak songs from uncultivated throats, 
piano sulos from pretty little undisciplined fingers, 
running up and down the keys, as Tony says, 
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‘lke a parcel of bobb’ns’; and colourless recita- § 


tions from some hackneyed play, sans connexion, 
plotiess, meaningless, insignificant—in short, a 
collection of unconsidered trifles—are endeavour- 
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e, Dy voust irow ths awateur buads, gradually 
e, andinsidiously, but, we bonestly believe, in the 
18 end unsuccessfully, the good old intellectual 
1e drima, the bone and sinew of the «art histrionic, 
AD As the Music Halls have gained a pernicious 
hold on the affections of the million, so these 
ne puerile (for they are not worthy of any higher 
Dy pame) diversions— penny readings—are enticing 
it from our clubs many amateurs who are capable of 
es better things than lending their aid to these 
or BP unsatisfactory pastimes. ‘They really ought to fee) 
ay. ashamed to stand on a plattorm and spout a pas- 
ne Baye from a play, in imitation of some overgrown 
ck Bechool-boy, who, for the delectativo of bis mamma 
3," Band his friends ata Coristmas juvenile party, frets 
her his little hour. 
ery & Mr Goouenough, of the Disunited Thespians, 
TY, Bperhaps comes forward, and in “ full figure,” and 
tO PB reliance on his vocal powers, sings some popular 
ar- Bmelody very inartistically, for tor no other reason 
bes Bthan that it is less trouble than acting, and of 
rks Bovurse, costs him nothing. Mr Edwin Fizaoodle 
am- Band Miss Angelina Laz:bohns next "appear, and 
“TL Bthe interesting pair scramble through the 
68”? Be“ quarrel scene” of The School for Scandal, or 
idly Bithe cottage-scene from The Honeymoon; the peo- 
uch Bple applaud lustily, as audiences always do at 
2ply Bithese incoherent atfairs, be the material good or 
wed Bhad. Mr Augustus Verisopht, in a white tie, 
ten- Breads an interminable number of stanzis from 
ugh BByroa or Tennyson in the mildest drawing-room 
£5 style, whilst the young lady listeners titter, and 
want Bthe juveniles, fidyeiting in the rear, ery * Bravo,” 
tain Band beat the triple tatoo with their feet, which 
only Pedal acco: paniment Mr V. inn: cently takes to 
Ops Bbe indicative of approval at his puny efforts, and 
Mis8 Beso prolongs his lugubrious reading to the ** bitter 
Miss Bend,” when the penny section bre:ks out into 
sb@ Bderisive shouts of “ Encore!” Then Mr Simper 
Miss Benirkingly hands in Miss Noear ani Miss Skwall, 
told Band a well-known duet is warbled by them, music 
she Bin hand, tant bien que mal: the next thing is a 
| Me Beowic song by Mr Ernest Hidjut, who thinks he 
nma- Bhas mastered all the dodges of the Vance school, 
ough Band is vo vociferously vulyar that the hall shakes 
that Brom floor to timber-roof with the vigorous 
eatly Btampede of young Whelke and his companions. 
t yet BNow we have « recitation (without a book) by Mr 
fiaed Biy.youd, and this is perhaps worth listening to, 
enerally the reverse; then Miss Lightfoot, who, 
having taken a few lessons of a dancing-master, 
yansious to Cisplay her dainty ankles, steps 
orward, aud treats us to an exhilarating pas seu! 
Then a sentimental solo by Miss Lovey, in short 
aging leeves ; more duets ; more mawkish poems ; and 
renter morliy, thank the gods, the last new Galop, by 
ensues fiss Skittish Fillie, fresh from boarding-school. 
, with od all for Id. “* A clear saving of three hal - 
yao gow TOWNS,” Bays Skroo, the able amateur, who bas 
odrida Pee" showing off. 
pourly | bese are the decoy-ducks that lure us from 
nroate, per allegiance to Thalia and Melpomene, and this 
inyers, ps the emall beer we are called upon to chronicle ! 
gays, peleu mihi! 
bonis GaMMA. 
1exion, a 
hort, af Mr Walter Joyce has suddenly returned to 
pavoure Pula d in order to make arrangements for the 









troduction of Amy Robsart, and reveral other of Mr 
Halliday’s pieces, at Booth’s Theatre, New York. 











CONCERNING THOMAS CARLYLE AND 
O'rHER MAITERs, 

Mr Carlyle, though a man of genius, has 
said s lly things. One silly thing, that almost 
makes one feel he is in his dotage, is the ridi- 
culous asseition that Prossia is the “Crrist ” 
and France the “ CarroucHe” of nations! 
Worse than questionable taste is that which is 
as false in philosuphy as in fact. France has 
done wrong; but Prussia has done worse, 
France wanted to grasp territory; Prussia 
wants to do the same; but Bismarck will bea 
perpetual nightmare to Burope, unless Germany 
be bravely withstood. Her aguressive attitude 
is growing more apparrent every day. The 
veneral opinion is now more than adverse to 
Progsia. 

Mr Carlyle wrote a stupid letter to a emall 
poet a short time ago, and that poet stupidly 
gave it publicity. Mr Carlyle rides a bobby, 
to the effect that verse is idle and obsvlete, 
Homer, Shakepere, Dante, Mlon, Virgil, 
Lucretina, Browning, Goethe, and Schiller, 
all wrote or write verse; but, according to 
the gospel of Carlyle, they have grea ly erred. 
Some detractors of the thinker of Chelsea may 
suspect that Shakspere alone was worth ten of 
Carl, le—and a little more than that—but he 
wrote in verse! Therefore be is condemued! 
Snough, however, on this eubject, 

The want of a poetic Drama—the want of a 
vigorous, original, and spiritual Drama—is 
ove of our evils. It is an evil that really can 
only be remedi-d by a new state of opinion. 
We find that when fine poems are published, 
they are read. Mr Tennysor. has made a for- 
tune by poetry. Even Browning--abstract as te 
is, and sometimes bordering on unintelligibility 
—is recognised as a man of genius, It can- 
not certainly be averred that England is indif- 
ferent to the highest efforts of imagination. 
But, as regards the etage, there seems little 
hope at present for the highest order of drama- 
tie writing. Itis true there are few actors of 
capacity for the embodiment of poetic concep- 
tions ; but there are a few can enact the most 
subtle conceptions of the poet. 

As an actress, Mrs Vezin, perhaps, is an 
example of the noblest endowments of the 
Listrionic species; but it is problematical 
whether an actor existe of equal abilities. 

Still, on the whole, one may see a gleam of 
livht, that prevents our despairing of p: ogress 
in dramatic art. The horrible war in France 
will make men more earneet and thoughtful; 
and IT am conviced that both France and 
England, through suffering or sympathy, will 
advance to a higher literature, or a deeper 
poetic faith, in consequence of the passions 
uow inaction. Beta. 

——__p> 

Mr Reece has a new builesque in rehearsal 

at the Olympic. 
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NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS, 





*,* All private communications should be addressed to 
the Editor of the THeaTRICAL JuURNAL, 9, Acton- 
street, King’ s-cioss-road, 


R. Gaston.—We feel much indebted for the poetry. 

A New Svus.—We hope the JourNAL arrived in time 
f +r his friend in the country. 

PuiLo.—We do not recommend any Club in particular. 

A Reaper.—Sends your address, and 48, 6d. in stamps, 
and we will forward the Volume. 

W. M.—We have received the MS. 


Aw Op Reaper.— We publish this week a list of the 
Dramatic papera that have been brought out during 
the last thirty year. 


Y. R —We are obliged for the information, but it is not 
worthy of our notice, 


W. A.—You can get the book at Lacys, 89, Strand. 

Gotpgn Park.—We are suited for the present. 

A. Seymour.—The ‘Tickets came too late for ua to 
witness the performance, or we should have attended. 


NOTICE to SECRETARIES & MANAGERS of 
AMATEUR CLUBS. 


The list of Registered Amateur Dramatic Clubs,” is 
being made up for the year 1871, with the names of the 
Secretaries and the places where the Clubs mect, 2s, 6d. 
or the Twelve Months insertion, 


CHARGES FOR ADVERTISEMENTS. 
(which must be pre-paid). 


Six Lines - - - - - - - 1s. Od. 
Eight - - - - - - - - ls. 6d, 
‘Twelve - ~ - - ~ . - 2s. Od. 
‘Twenty - ~ . - - - - 2s. 6d. 
Across the back - - - - - - Is, extra. 


It is requested that all advertisements be sent by Monday 
afternoon, prepaid, to top floor ¢35a, Strand. 

All business communications to be sent to the Printers’, 3354, 
Strand, opposite Somerset House. 





List of Agents for the Sale of the 
THEATRICAL JOURNAL. 


ALLEN, Warwick-lane, City. 

BELL, St. John-street-road. 

BROWN, 202, Kensington-park-road, Notting-bill. 
COX, Drury-lane. 

DICK, King’s-cross-road. 

HARRIS, Biackfriars-road. 

HILL, Gray’s-inn-road. 

HOPCROFT, 16, Little Queen-street, Holborn. 
LAUY, 89, Strand. 

NUNN, 63, Ledbury-road, Westbourne-grove, W. 
PATTIE, Ivy-lane, City. 

FLUMMER, Theobalds-road. 

POTTER, St. John-street-road. 

PURKISS, 60, Comp'on-street, Soho. 
ROBERTS, JAMES, 195, Shored:tch. 

STEVENS, 42, Tottenham-court-road, 
STEVENS, Goswell-street. 

VICKERS, 317, Strand. 








A new candidate for acrobatic honours 
appeared on Fiiday at Cremorne, “ Lulu,” tor such 
is the name of the lady, makes a leap of some 
twenty-tour feet, turns a triple-somersault, and 
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DRAMATIC PUBLICATIONS 

Wuicu have been brought out since the 
THEATRICAL JOURNAL first made its appear- 
ance in the year 1839. As some doubt seems 
to exist amongst our readers, we now give a 
list of the names; this we did in the year 
1862, when the numbers were twenty-four; the 
numbers having now increased to forty-six, a 
greater portion of which have been doomed to 
the Tomb of the Capulates. 


The THEATRICAL JouRNAL, established 1839, 
‘The Theatrical Harpe. 
Actors by Daylight. 

Actors by Gaslight. 

Monthly Dramatic Magazine 
Dramatic Spie. 

Dramatic Trlescope. 
Dramatic Review. 

Dramatic Beauties. 
Dramatic Clown.: 

Uramatic Harmonic. 
Dramatic Examiner. 

The Old Stager. 

Musical Lyre. 

Theatrical Spectator. 

Theatrical Paul Pry. 

Guide to the Provinciale. 

Way to the Stage, 

Dramatic Instructor. 

Amateurs’ Guide. 

Dramatic Critic. 

Dramatic Eye. 

Guide to Amusements. 

Dramatic Mince Pie, 

Footlights. 

Dramatic Censure. 

Green Room. 

Theatrical Mirror, 

Stage Manager. 

Scene Shifter. 
Holllingsworth Theatrical Guide. 
The Stage (about six different ones). 

Stranger’s Guide to Amusement. 

Musical Guide. 

Theatrical Times. 

Concert Room. 

Act Drop. 

Behind the Scenes. 
Tle Histrionics, 

Theatrical Biography. 

Theatrical Spectator. 

Players. 

Porcupine. 

Sporting Dramatic Life. 

Entre Act. 





executes other daring feats. 
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Che Poet's Cragedp. 
(All Rights Reserved.) 
IN FIVE SCENES. 
BY BETA. 
[Notrce.—The Author of Madeline, a tragedy in 
five acts (published twenty-four years ago), in answer to 


“Gamma,” sends the fullowing dramatic scenes to our 
JouRNAL.] 





DRAMATIS PERSON. 
Lorp St Cratr, a Minister. 
Eustace Firzmaunrce, @ Poet, 
Vivian, @ Semi- Lunatic. 
Lavinia, the Poet's Child. 





Scene II.--An Apartment. 

LavINIA reading. 
Tis something in a world so often hung 
With mourning, we have books and poetry ! 
The world itself ’s a poem, delicate, 
ethereal, and sacred to the eyes 
That see beyond the shadows; every leaf 
Indicative of inepiration still ! 
Heaven’s book of nature is so musical 
With anthems—yet but dirges, I confess, 
To outward sense, the mystery is deep! 
Our love is but the shadows of our souls, 
Making the substance, Jife, ineffable, 
Save to a spiritual essence ; this 
Doth, like an angel, haunt us, and suggest 
How earth, so weak, is near to a Diviue. 
The mystic love, the starry element 
In which we bathe, and even as we weep, 
Transfiguied grow! Alas, alas for us ! 
The Idol and the Deity—the stone 
And the celestial image—to the eye 
Makes a confusion, subtle, absolute! 


(Erter FitzMavrice.) 
Fitz.—Lavinia! Dreaming ever ! 


Lav.—True, we dream ! 
Perhaps this life is unreality ! 


Firz.—I had a fruitless errand. 
Lav.—Vivian e 
Will nothing know; I fear the fantasy 
That holds him may become perpetual. 


Frrz.—Hard men, of actual life, are obdurate, 
And feel no stirrings of a human faith. 
They know not what it is to be alive— 
Alive to sympathies that links us all. 


Lav.—The chain of Nature, being infinite, 
A golden chain must be, and in a HAND 
That never trembles, leet a link be lost. 


Firz.—Dear child, I love such faith. 


Lav.—My mother died 
Instilling it into me ; therefore now, 
When much affliction visits us, I see 
My mother at my side, a spirit fair, 
Sustaining me with comfort, angel born, 


| 





Fitz.—Nine of thine 18 years, or almost so, 
Thou hast been motherless. 


Lav.—My father lives! 
My mother is not lost ; and Vivian yet 
May be restored. It is my fervent prayer 
That he may know us perfectly again. 


Fitz.—He walks, as in somnanbulistic walk, 
Bat his dulled sense has yet ideal lite, 
By which he catches music, very far 
From contact with the earth. Reality 
Pursues us till we wake to elements 
Too delicate and perfect to be made 
The servants of our low—our mortal will. 
Thou art asa reflection of my soul. 
Lavinia, when I die, I leave in thee, 
One balf of my existence. 


(Enter Vivian.) 


Lav.—Ah ! poor heart ! 
He’s half of mine. 


Fitz.—He does not speak to-day. 
Why, Visian, do you know me? 
Viv.—Sir, I know. 
(To be continued in our next.) 
—_———_@———— 


DEATH OF MR PAUL BEDFORD. 


ALMost the last of the “ old Adelphi favourites,” 
Paul Bedtord, died at his residence in London on 
Wednesday evening Inst, at the age of 79. He 
was born in Bath in 1798, and made his first 
#ppearance in London at Drury L«ne, in 1824, 
when he represented Hawthorn in the old English 
opera of Love in a Village. Attached for many 
years to the Drury Lane comp»ny, he fitled 
for some time a very responsible posit‘on, playing 
occasionally Caspar, in Der Freischutz,and otber 
operatic characters of equal importance ; but it 
was not uot'l the production of Mr Buckstone’s 
dramatic version of Jack Sheppard at the Adelphi, 
in October, 1839, that he came prominently 
before the pybhe. With Blueskin, Paul Bedford, 
as he was familiarly called, and Jack Gong, in 
The Green Bushes, he wil always be identified; 
and the later characters he assumed were invori- 
ably associated with a reflection of that embodi- 
ment. His last apperance in public was at 
Weston’s Music Hall five years ago, where, for a 
short time, he sang some of his most popular 
songs. Some of his early admirers gave hima 
farewell benefit at the Quéen’s ‘Theatre. He was 
a regular subscriber to the Drury Lane Fund for 
forty years, and was in receipt of a pension from 
that fuuarter which produced comfort in the de- 
clining days of his oid age. 

<> 

The work of writing a farce or play by two 
or three together has never been ig | understood 
by literary menin this country, A French paper 
lets us somewhat in‘o the mystery. It says an ex- 
cited dramatist called upon another dramatist, aud 
iuformed him that he had a splendid idea for atarce, 
and proposed that they should write together. 
“What is the idva?” “A herome with a woooen 
lez.” “ Very good; goon.” ‘Goon! but that is 
for you to do. 1 have given you my. part; you 
must find the plot and dénouement.” 
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SHAKSPEKES HERVINES, 


THE PEERLESS SILVIA. 





Who is Silvia? What is she, 

‘} hat all our swains commend her? 
Holy, fair, and wise is she, 

The heaven such grace did lend her, 
That she might admired be. 

Is she kind as she is fair? 

For beauty lives with kinduess; 
Love doth to her eyes rep: ir, 

To help him of his blindness ;? 
And being help’d, inhabits there. 
Then to Silvia let us sing, 

That Silvia is excelling ; 

She excels each mortal thing 
Upon the dull earth dwelling! 
To her let us garlands bring. 

This beautiful serenade is « ffered to Silvia 
in the Courtyard of the Duke’s Palace in Milan, 
at the suggestion of the false Proteus, who has 
induced his foolish rival to bring the musicians 
thither :— 

“ But here comes Thurio ; now must we to her win- 
And give some evening music to her ear.” —[dow, 
* + * . * 


“ Thu.— Now gentlemen, 
Let's tune, and to it lustily awhile.” 
Proteus describee her as 
“Too fair, too true, too holy, 
To be corrupted with my worthless gitts.” 

The play teems with allusions to Silvia’s 
beauty and mirth. Proteus is struck down at 
once with Love’s dart on bebolding her at her 
father’s court, and determines, by treachery, to 
win her from his friend, the noble, tender, 
manly Valentine, who asks him, 

“Ts she not a heavenly saint ? 
Pro.—Now; but she isan earthly paragon. 
Val,—Call her divine. 

Pro.— I will not flatter her.” 

Valentine says he is 

“ As rich in having such a jewel 
As twenty seas, if all their sand were pearl, 
The water nectur, and the rocks pure gold.” 

Proteus, in bis soliloquy, speake of ‘het 
true perfection” :— 

“’Tis but her picture [exterior] I have yet beheld, 

And that hath dazzled my reason’s light ; 

But when I look on her perfections, 

There is no reason but I shall be blind.” 


“ At first 1 did adore atwinkling star, [Jul a] 
But now I worship a celestial sun. [Silvia ] 
* * 7. 7 r 


And Silvia, witness Heaven, that made her fair, 
Shows Julia but a swarthy Ethiope.” 

All this, it will be said, is lover’s rhodamon- 
tade, but mark how the gentle Julia, di-guised 
as Sebastian, praises her virtues; let us first 
hear Valentine, after the sentence of banish- 
ment is passed by the wratbful Duke of 
Milan :— 

* What light is light, if Silvia be not seen ? 
What joy is joy, if Silvia be not by ? 
Unless 1t be to think that she is by, 


In Valentine we have the germ of Romros 
and the scene above alluded to, recalls forcibly 
10 mind that in Romeo and Juliet, where the 
Friar informs Romeo of the Prince’s decree of 
bani-hment. 

Atter the serenade at Silvia’s window the 
wily Proteus vainly presses bis suit; he now 
begs for ber picture; 

‘‘ For since the substance of your perfect self 

Is else devoted, I am but a shadow; 

And at your shadow will I make true love.” 
She, true to Valentine, entreats Sir Ezla- 
mour, a gentleman, ‘ valiant, wise, remorse- 
tul,’”? to bear her comp:iny to Mantua, where 
her lover is banished, f.r the way are dange- 
rous to pass ; he replies :— 

‘* Madam, I pity much your grievances; 

Which, since [ know they virtuously are plac’d, 

I give consent to go along with you.” 

The scene at the close of act IV., between 
Julia disguised, and Silvia, is full of poetic 
beauty and feminine tenderness, Julia calls 
her 

“ A virtuous gentlewoman, mild, and beautiful.” 


Silvia’s rescue by Valentine, in the forest, 
from the rude uncivil touch of that “ friend of 
an ill-tashion,”? Proteus—the discovery of 
Julia—the presence of the ontlaws with their 
prize (the Duke aud Thurio), and the general 
reconciliation, form one of the most sensational 
denouements in the whole category of the 
bard’s works. 

Coleridge and Hazlitt look on this play, The 
Two Gentlemen, (perbaps the earliest of the 
poet’s), as asketch. Johnson thinks few have 
more lines or passages which, singly considered, 
are eminently beautiful. M. Paul Duport, 
who has analyzed Shakspere’s plays, says this 
comedy posresses a powertul charm, which he 
attributes to its brilliant and poetical colouring. 
It is enriched with ail the freshness of youth, 
Mr Knight, speaking of Silvia, says she has 
less intensity of feeling than Julia, that she 
plays with ner accepted lover as with a toy 
given her for her amusement, but that there is 
no real inferiority. She is ovly more under 
the influence of circumstances than Julia. 

There are such delicate stedes, such mellow 
tints, in the Bard’s female portraits, that each 
has itsfown individuel idiosyncracy, and ell 
alike captivate us with their truly feminine 
attributes. 

thakspere’s Heroines! to what shall we 
compare them?—‘‘to the silvery summer 
clouds, which, even wiile we guz- on them, 
shilt their hues aand forme, dissolving into air 
and light and rainbow showers? to the May 
morning, fresh with opening blossoms and 
roseate dews, and charm of earliest birds ?— 
to some wild and beautiful melody, such as 
some shepterd-boy micht ‘ pipe to Amari!las 





And feed upon the shadow of perfection.” 
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smooth as a mirror in which the skies may 
glass themselves, and now leaping and spark- 
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; ling in the sunshine—or rather to the very 
. suushine itself—for eo His general spirit 
f touches into life and beauty whatever it shines 
on?” 
e Se ay 
W A morning performance will be given at the 
Gaet: Theatre on Luesday, January 24th (in aid of 
the Dramacic College, sorely in need of funds), 
which will include Offenbach’s three-act opera- 
houffe, The Princess of Trebizonde, a song by Mr 
Santley, and the Trial Scene trom Pickwick, speciaily 
a= arranged tor the stage, in which Me Toole will play 
2° Sergeant Buz'uz, Miss E. Farr n Sam Weller, and 
re Me J. D. Stuylethejuige, M: Soutar, Miss Loseby, 
ee Miss J ‘Tremaine, Mr Maciesn, Mr Perrini, Mis~ 
Ligh, and all the members of the company have 
kindly given their services. 
‘a Under his Thumb is the name of Mr W.S. 
’ Gilvert’s new comeds for the Court Theatre, to be 
produced on Saturday next, January 27th. 
red The usual quantity of ploa cake and negus 
'1e was distributes on Friday (Tweltth-vight) in the 
Ils gieen-rvom ot Drury Lane Tueatre. 
Mr F. B. Chattertoo, who, as one of the 
i managers of the Adelphi ‘Cheat-e, engaged Madame 
Celeste tor her tareweil pes formances there, has just 
at, received a very pretty and baudsome pin from that 
of lady. It was accompanied by a letter, trom which 
of we extract the tollowing sentence :—"* We Frerch 
° Women, we are told iu our dear aid beautiful 
“e ovunt:y (though must uotortuoate at present) that 
val on the beginning of the new year we ure to thank 
nal — those who have been kind tu us during the last, 
the which one now is numbered among the past, 
Therefore, as a momento of happy recollection, 
The pray tavour me by accepting the enclo-ed. It is a 
litle souvenir, very, very smal one, which has 
the Ff never lett me, and winessed many, many changes ot 
ave #f fortune in me.” 
red, Hottoway's O1vTment.—Changeable Weather. 
ort, FF The proverbial fickleness of the English climate 
this B} sedly d sturbs the general state of public health. 
hte — Affections of the thor«t and chest are found in 
‘ing. § every homestead, for which the readiest means of 
suth, cure are Hoiloway’s renowned remedies, They 
has BP vent congestion, inflammation, ulceration, 
h bronchitis, hoarseness and coughs. This sooth- 
Sh Bing O.ntment only requires to be well rubbed 
A 1OY Btwicea day over the throat and chest previously 
re 145 Bfomented with tepid sait and water, and diligently 
inder B dried, to effect an immediate and marked i+ prove- 
Ment in all the symptoms of disease, and quickly 
ellow hereafter to produce a radical cure. Both QOint- 
each pment «nd Pills are devoid of danger, being com- 
1d gl] pounds of the finest balvame, intimately allied by 
inine pastures and accurately combined by art. 
— ES 
ll we 
mmer§ REGISTERED AMATEUR CLUBS. 
them, 
ee: ECLECTIC,—Meet every Tuesday and Friday at the 
» May Hull, 18, Denmark-street, Soho, Mr Jas. GARDNER, 
s and & Secretary, 
ds ?— 
wh as Applications to be addressed as above. 
ari!las 


}, now 


Eclectic Amateur Dramatic Club. 

ADITE* and gentlemen desirous of becoming members 

4 of this ol est: blished Club wil! find this a good oppor- 
tunity of j ining. This Club having toe great advan- 
tage over all o‘her amateur clubs in possessing a prac- 
tical stage for rehearsals. 

The next performance of the Club will consist ot 
OUR CLERKS. BIRD in HAND WORTH TWO 
in a BUSH, to conclude with BOX and COX. 

Characters to be disposed of on application at the 
theatre. Rehearsals, Tuesdays and Fridays. 

The Hall to be let for LECTURES, AMATEUR 
PERFORMANCES, &c., on reasor.a'le terms. 

For further particulars address to the secretary, Jas, 
egg or apply at tue theatre, 18, Denmark-street, 

oho, 





Royal Polytechnic. 
XTRAORDINARY and COMBINED ENTER- 
TAINMENT, 

PROFESSOR PEPPER “ON THE WAR.” 
Special Edition. Musical and pictorial [llustrations, 

Mr GEURGE GROSSMITH, Jun., in che fairy tale 
the YELLOW DWAKF, every evening; and Mr, 
SUCHET CHAMPION in the morning. 

The WORLD OF MAGIC, by MrJ. BEAUMONT, 

GRECIAN STATUARY by MADAWE BOUS- 
FIELD; anda thousand and one other entertainments 
all for ONE SHILLING, twice daily, 12 to 5 and 7 to 
10. 





Madame Tussauu’s Exhibition, Baker-street. 
N VIEW, upwards of THREE HUNDRED 
PORTRAIT MODELS of CELEBRITIES and 
characters of the present and past times ; amongst them 
portrait models of the lateGEORGE PEABODY, Esq., 
the late Madame GRISI, and Prince Pierre BONA- 
PARTE. Also, the ent.re line of English Kings and 
Queens from Willi:m the Conqueror. 
New and magnificent court dresses by Worth of Paris, 
Admission, 1s; Children under ten years of age, 6d. 
Extra rooms, 6d. Open during the Holidays from 10 
a.m. till 10 p.m. 





Madame Tussaud’s Exhibition, Baker-street. 

ON VIEW, portrait models of the KING and 
CRUWN PRINCE of PRUSSIA, and 

PRINCE LEOPOLD, of HOHENZOLLERN ; 
also Count von Bismarck and Count von Moltke. 

Admission, 1s,; children under ten, 6d.; Chamber 
of Horrors, 6d. 

Passengeta by Metropolitan Railway stop at Bakere 
street Station. 





Madame i: ussauda’s Exnibition, Baker-street. 
N Vikw, POR:KAIL MUDELS of the EM 
PEROR and EMPKESS of the FRENCH aug 
PRINCE IMPERIAL; also Marshal Bazaine, Mac- 
shal Canrobert, General Trochu, &c. 
Admission, 1s. ; children under ten, 6d. ; extra rooms, 
6d, extra —Open from ten a.m, till ten p.m 


Rejoice, ye Children of the ‘ihespian Art. 

AMUEL MAY, theatrical Tailor, 35, Bow-street, 
4) Covent-garden, will be glad to treat with Ladies and 
Gentlemen enguged in AMATEUR PERFORM- 
ANCES for the SALE or HIRE of STAGE Cus. 
TUME. A large a sortment of every necessary for the 
same. WAKDROBES MADE TO ORDER.  Per- 
sons about to follow the profession will do well to give 
Mr MAY an order for an outtit ; costume, elegance, 
economy, and punctuality all studied, Mind the address, 

SAMUEL MAY, 35, BOW STREET. 


Kemble Company and Dramatic COl.ege. 
Manager and Instructor, Mr WM. A. STANLEY, 
8, Annett’s Crescent, Essex-road, Islington. 


OMP?t TENT PERFORMERS required for charac- 

ters ia MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING (Dog- 
berry, etc.), THE RIVALS (Captain Absolute, Acres, 
David), HAMLET, KING LEAK, HELR-AT-LAW, 
sev-alfarces, X&c. 











Personal applications on Taoursday evening, 
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WATIONAL ASSEMBLY ROOWS, 
218, HIGH HOLBORN. 
HIS POPULAR, COMMODIOUS, ayp ELEGANTLY DECORATED BALL ROOM IS OPEN 
T EVERY EVENING for 
CONCERTS AND DANCING. 
Every attention is pail to ensure tne comfort of visitors. 
The well-known Excellent BAND plays nizatly selections of the newest and best Compositions, invluding the 
Princess Louise Waltz, Lord of Lorne Lancers, and Bride of Lorne Quadrilis. 
Doors open at Half-past Eight. Close at Twelve o'clock. 
Adiission throughout the estab!ishinent 1s, 


Musica! Director, Mr, W. M. PACKER, R.A.M. 


IMPORTANT TO AMATEURS. 
NOTICE! 
GEORGES ALLEN 
(Late of BRIGHTON), 


$85, RUSSELL SfREET, COVENT GARDEN, 
AVING A LARGE ASSORTMENT! or ENUTIRELY NEW and MAGNIFICENT COSTUMES 
H will be happy to treat with AMA LEUR CLUBS and others on the MOST REASONABLE TERMS, 
For Terms, &c., app!y as above. 








THEATRE ROYAL, SADLER’S WELLS. 
Under the Management of MR PENNINGTON. 


During the week will be revived, with all its original effects, the great spectral drama, 
THE CORSICAN BROTHERS. 
Supported by Messrs Warner, Hamiltoa, Lacy, Baily. Nicholas, and E. H. Brooke; Mesdames J. L. Warner; 
Marlborough, Gace Edgar, and Johnstone. After which the pantomime 
SIN BAD the SAILOR; or, HARLI.QUiN NAVIGALION and the Great RO ) of the DIAMOND Valley. 
Mesdames J. L. Warner, Miller, Johasione, Fieluing, Grace Edgar, Levittez, and Minnie Davis. Clown, Alfred 
Giovannelli; Pautaloon, Mr Lewis; Harlequin, Mr Clifford; Sprite, Mr Grosveni; Colwabine. Miss Villiers. teeted M 


Acting-manager, Mr K, Clinton Hall; scenic artist, Mr W, Gowrie; mus cal director, Mr T. Berry ; nd Miss 
stage-munager, Mr E. H. Brooke. Commence at7. ression fo 
sishiatinindl siiidlaatia ate Ditciiciaasaaes a nd Mrs A 











To Amateurs, PAMPHILON HOTEL, 


LENHEIM HALL, 61, Cnualk Farm Road, holds ry ae Pa : 

450 to 500, newly-decorated and fitted with Act 27, BRYDGLS STREET, STRAND. 

Diop and Scenery. ‘To be LEU for Amateur Perfor- 

menees. STAGE DANCING.—Every description thor a 

oughly and rapidly taught by a Public Professor. All Sole Proprietor-—GrorGE Brett. 

le:sons given on the stage, and an appearence guaranteed. 
Notice! : 

Miss Herbert's Alexandra Classes for ELOCUTION DINNERS A LA CARTE. 
and STAGKH PRACLICK meet every ‘Tuesday and 
Friday. Performances will take plave every three weeks.} HOT JOINTS from 12 till 8. SUPPERS from 8 till 1. 

Miss Herbert will be happy to hear trom ladies und 











gentlemen. SOUPS, FISH, ee CUTLETS, AND “eae 
TRIPE, &e. harp. Tt 
The Stage. WINES OF THE FINEST QUALITY. 
VR E. H. BROOKE (\f the Theatre Royal, Sad- 
ler’s Weil) prepares Ladies and Gentlemen for HOT AND COLD LUNCHEONS, 


ca nee. for terms, &c., address 12, Rydor-crescent. 
Slerkenwell, or Mr B. can be seen daily at Sadle.’s 9 2TT ‘ on 
Weils Theatre, between the hours of pnw A and two. BASS'S Ales, REID'S Celebrated Stout, and Fine 


cotch Ales ondraught. 








Elocution and the Stage. 


R WM. A. STANLEY hus vacancies for pupils To Experienced Amateurs. 
i} who will be thoroughly instructed and nor N EXCELLENT OPPORTUNI UY now offors for: 
out. Address 8 Aunett’s-crescent, Essex-road, Islington joining a first-class WESL-6ND DRAMATIC 


CLUB. Good actors required. For particnlara, apply 








immediately by letter to ‘I’, B., 5, Minera-street, Eaton- 
The London Amateur Dramatic Company. | square, S.W 
] ADIES and GEN!ILEMEN of ordinary talent 








4 Wanted for this Comppny. Pieces to be performed. secede iat ra ale oe a ve 0’ 

AMILY JARS and THE HEIR-A'T-LAW, All Pubiished every Wednesday Morning, at Twelve o’clock, by as the si 
characters open. Address immediately, James Cricu-| Vickexs at 317, Strand, for the Proprietor, W. BESTOW: ce “ 
Ton, Canonbury Tower, Islington, N. To be had, by order, in any of the Provincial Tewns. n so 











